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Growing Up

Week Two: Infancy II
1. Infancy I
2. Infancy II 

3. Childhood I
4. Childhood II

5. Youth I
6. Youth II
Abbreviations Used

AC – Arcana Caelestia (Secrets of Heaven)
HH – Heaven and Hell

L J – The Last Judgment 

SS – The Doctrine of the Sacred Scripture
Life – The Doctrine of Life

Faith – The Doctrine of Faith

DP – Divine Providence
CL – Conjugial Love
TCR – True Christian Religion
SD – Spiritual Diary

SDm – Shorter Spiritual Diary 

AE – Apocalypse Explained
D. Love – The Divine Love

L Jp – The Last Judgment (posthumous)

Charity – The Doctrine of Charity
Glossary

celestial:
heavenly; the highest level of heaven; relating to love, as distinct from wisdom

conjugial:
of marriage, especially true marriage; “the conjugial” means the ideal and practice of true marriage

corporeal:
bodily; relating to body to the body; often implies selfish 

cupidity:
a craving or lust

fantasies:
deluded imaginings (usually negative)

genius:
inborn nature

proprium:  
What is or feels like one’s own; in an evil sense, what is one’s own apart from the Lord; related to selfishness 

recompense:  
repayment, reward

storge: 
From the Greek στοργη, pronounced stor'gee (like psyche), natural or instinctive affection, usually that of parents for their offspring

vastations:
hard experiences by which either good or bad loves or beliefs are stripped away, like temptations

Reading Number One: Education in Heaven


Amen, I say to you, Unless you are converted and become as little children, you shall not enter into the kingdom of the heavens (Matthew 18:3). 


The love of infants remains after death, especially with women. As soon as infants are resuscitated, which takes place immediately after their decease, they are taken up into heaven and are given to angels of the female sex who in their bodily life in the world had loved infants and at the same time feared God. These angels, having loved all infants with maternal tenderness, receive them as their own; and the infants, as though from something implanted within them, love them as their mothers. As many infants are with such angels as they desire from spiritual storge…. All infants are educated under the Lord’s immediate auspices. Moreover, with them, the heaven of innocence flows in… (CL 410; HH 332). 

Little children in heaven are educated in the following manner. From the [angel mother] raising them, they learn to speak.  Their first speech is merely the sound of affection, but in it there is some beginning of thought, by which something human is distinguished in the sound, different from the sound of an animal.  Gradually, as ideas, arising from affection, enter the thought, this speech becomes more distinct. All their affections, which also grow, proceed from innocence.  The first kind of things  to be insinuated into them are such things as appear before their eyes and are delightful, and into these, being of a spiritual origin, things which are of heaven inflow at the same time. By them the interiors of their mind are opened.  
Later, as the little children are perfected in intelligence, they so increase in stature that they are seen to become adult in this respect also. The reason is that intelligence and wisdom are spiritual nourishment, and therefore the things which nourish their minds also nourish their bodies.  
In heaven, however, infants do not grow up beyond the first age.  There they stay, and they remain at that age to eternity.  When they come to this age, they are given in marriage.  This is provided by the Lord… (CL 411).

Little children are instructed especially by representations adapted and suitable to their nature. In the world it can hardly be believed how beautiful these representations are, and also how full of interior wisdom. 


Once they presented the appearance of the Lord rising from the sepulcher, and at the same time the uniting of His Human with the Divine. First they presented the appearance of a sepulcher, but not at the same time any appearance of the Lord except so remotely that it would scarcely be perceived that it was the Lord except from afar, as it were. This is because in the idea of a sepulcher there is something funereal, which in this way they removed. Afterwards they carefully allowed into the sepulcher some kind of atmosphere, yet appearing as a fine mist. By this, as also by its becoming remoteness, they signified the spiritual life in baptism. 


Later I saw represented by them the descent of the Lord to those bound in the pit, and His ascent with them into heaven; and, what was [suited to] the little children, they let down slender cords, almost invisible, very delicate and of the utmost fineness, with which they would make it easier for the Lord in His ascent, always in holy fear lest anything in the representation should touch on anything in which there was not something heavenly.  


There are also other representations by which infants are introduced into the knowledges of truth and at the same time into the affections of good, as by games harmonious with a little child’s mind. Infants are led by the Lord to these knowledges and affections and similar things by means of innocence passing through the third heaven. In this way spiritual things are insinuated into their affections and thence into their tender thoughts in such a way that the infants do not know otherwise than that they do and think such things of themselves (CL 412, HH 335, AC 2299). 

Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

How much should we look to education in heaven as an example for education here?

In talking of the representations in heaven CL 412 speaks of holy fear. How should we encourage reverence or holy fear with our children?

We have tableaux and other enactments. What are some other creative ways we might illustrate stories from the Word or truths about life to our children?

Notice in CL 412 that the children took part in the representations in heaven. Is there an important educational principle in the difference between being an observer or listener and being a participant?

CL 412 is a lovely story about children learning stories from the Word in a way that meets their state.  Are there some stories in the Word that are inappropriate to certain age children? Should we read them, or leave them out? 

The letter of the Word has only a few stories that support the New Church ideals of marriage in the literal sense. How do we support this important ideal with little children?

Reading Number Two: Innocence

And having taken a little child, He stood him in the midst of them; and having taken him into His arms, He said to them, Whoever shall receive one of such little children in My name receives Me (Mark 9:35-36).

Angels said that innocence is the being of every good, and that good is good in the measure that innocence is within it; also that since wisdom has to do with life and thus with good, it is wisdom so far as it partakes of innocence. The same is true of love, charity and faith. Furthermore, it is for this reason that no one can enter heaven unless he has innocence…. The reason why good is good according to the measure of innocence within it is because all good is from the Lord, and innocence consists in being led by the Lord (CL 414).  


The nature of innocence may be seen as in a mirror from little children, in that they love their parents and trust in them alone, having no care but to please them, so that to them, food and clothing are not just something they need but also a source of delight. And as they love their parents, they do whatever is agreeable to them with the delight of affection, thus not only what they command, but also what they suppose them to wish to command. Moreover they have no self-regard whatever… (AC 6107).  


As regards the innocence of little children, being as yet devoid of intelligence and wisdom it is only a kind of plane for receiving genuine innocence, which they receive by degrees as they become wise. The quality of the innocence of little children has been represented to me by something wooden almost void of life, which is given life in proportion as they are perfected by means of knowledges of truth and affections of good. The quality of genuine innocence was afterwards represented by a most beautiful little child, full of life, and naked; for the innocent themselves, who are in the inmost heaven, and thereby are nearest the Lord, appear before the eyes of other angels no otherwise than as little children… (AC 2306). 


That innocence is a receptacle of all things of heaven, and thus the innocence of children is a plane for all affections for good and truth, can be seen from what has been shown in regard to the innocence of angels in heaven, namely, that innocence is a willingness to be led by the Lord and not by oneself. Consequently so far as a man is in innocence he is separated from what is his own, and so far as one is separated from what is his own he is in what is the Lord’s own…. Genuine innocence is wisdom, since so far as any one is wise he loves to be led by the Lord; or what is the same, so far as anyone is led by the Lord he is wise (HH 341).


Sucklings and those who suckle them are mentioned frequently in the Word, where they mean the first state that young children pass through, which is plainly a state of innocence. For as soon as anyone is born he is brought into a state of innocence. This state then serves as the basis of all other states and is the inner core of them all; and this state is meant in the Word by 'a suckling.' After he has been brought into a state of innocence he is led into a state of affection for celestial good, that is, into a state of love towards parents, which with them exists in place of love to the Lord; this state is meant by 'a young child.' After that he is led into a state of affection for spiritual good, which is mutual love, or charity towards those who are children like himself; this state is meant by the expression 'boys'. When he grows up further still he is led into a state of affection for truth; this is meant by the expression 'young men.' Subsequent states however are meant by 'men' and at last 'old men.' This final state, which is meant by the expression 'old men,' is a state of wisdom which has the innocence of earliest childhood within it, and so the first state and the last are united. And when he is old, being so to speak a small child again yet one who is now wise, that person is led into the Lord's kingdom (AC 3183).
Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

In the readings, the description of the innocence of little children seems pretty far removed from some of our experience.  How then can we work towards such a wonderful picture of innocence? “Doing not only what we command, but what they suppose we wish to command”? Wow! 

It is useful to think of innocence as a plane or foundation for all the genuine things of life that follow. Perhaps we can think of innocent states being laid up one stone at a time, like an altar to the Lord.

Daycare and preschool are relatively new phenomena in society today. Do you see them as supported by or in conflict with the doctrines?

Our children draw us into their sphere of innocence. Does this encourage our own willingness to be led by the Lord? If so, should we act like kids with them? Is there a line between joining them and maintaining our role as parents?

Many of us know children growing up in less-than-ideal home situations. As a church, how do we reach out to these precious children that the Lord created for heaven? What works well? What are the pitfalls? How do we provide the sphere of good opposite gender role models for children of single parents and support their home without running the risk of inappropriate dependence? 

Love to parents is in place of love to the Lord in children. A child’s idea of the Lord is based on his/her idea of his/her father—loving, angry, etc. In a very real sense parents represent the Lord to the child. What does this say about how we should lead and teach our children?

Reading Number Three: The Word

I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people (Jeremiah 31:33). 

The truths of the sense of the letter of the Word are in part… likenesses and comparisons taken from things such as exist in nature, and thus accommodated and adapted to the apprehension of the simple and of little children. But being correspondences they are receptacles and abodes of genuine truth… as a crystal cup encloses noble wine… (SS 40;           AE 632:2).

In the literal sense there is scarcely anything that does not appear devoid of order, but when it is being read by a man, and especially by a little boy or girl, it becomes more beautiful and delightful by degrees as it ascends, and at last it is presented before the Lord as the image of a human being, in which and by which heaven is represented in its whole complex, not as it is, but as the Lord wills it to be, namely, a likeness of Himself (AC 1871).

It may seem a paradox, but still it is most true, that the angels understand the internal sense of the Word better and more fully when little boys and girls are reading it than when it is read by adults who are not in the faith of charity. The cause has been told me, and is that little boys and girls are in a state of mutual love and innocence, and thus their most tender vessels are almost heavenly, and are simply capacities for receiving, which therefore can be disposed by the Lord; although this does not come to their perception, except by a certain delight suited to their nature… (AC 1776).

All the stories of the Word are truths more remote from essential Divine doctrinal things, but still are of service to little children and older children, in order that thereby they may be by degrees introduced into the interior doctrinal matters of truth and good; and at last to Divine things themselves; for within them, in their inmost, is the Divine. While children are reading them and are affected by them from innocence, the angels who are with them are in a happy, heavenly state, being affected from the Lord with the internal sense, consequently with those things which the historical facts represent and signify; and it is the heavenly happiness of the angels that flows in and causes the delight with the children. In order that this first state may exist, that is, the first state of infancy and childhood of those to be regenerated, the stories of the Word were given, and were so written that all things in them both in general and in particular contain within them things Divine (AC 3690:2).  

The knowledges which are learned from infancy to childhood are like most general vessels… to be filled with goods, and in proportion as they are filled the man is enlightened.  If the vessels are such as to admit into them genuine goods, then the man is enlightened from the Divine that is within them, and this successively more and more…. These very knowledges… are in general such as are contained in the historical parts of the Word, such as about paradise, the first man in it, the tree of life in its midst, and the tree of knowledge where the serpent was that practiced the deception.  These are knowledges that contain within them what is Divine and admit into them spiritual and celestial goods and truths, because they represent and signify these goods and truths.  All other things in the historical parts of the Word are also such knowledges…. When [these stories] are known and thought of by a young child, the angels who are with him think of the Divine things which they represent and signify, and because the angels are affected with them, their affection is communicated, and causes the delight and pleasure which the child experiences in them, and prepares his mind to receive genuine truths and goods… (AC 3665:2, 3, 5).  
Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

Psychology tells us that children whose parents read to them learn to read more readily than others. Does this apply to reading the Word to young children even before they can read it for themselves?

The importance of the Word in feeding these innocent states of affection can hardly be overemphasized. The question is how to encourage children to read the Word themselves, and how to fit in reading the Word to your children.

Many experience some problems with infants’ behavior in family worship. Do you have suggestions how to handle this?
Some families give a copy of the Word to their children on their 7th birthday when the children are just learning to read. What uses do you think the parents have in mind?

In order to encourage good reading skills, many public schools around the country have introduced DEAR time.  This stands for “Drop Everything And Read.” Whole schools, often including everyone from the principal to the janitor and any visitors are told to stop everything and read at a certain time each day. Apparently the impact on the children is huge. How could this work in a school or home?  

Reading Number Four: A Good Environment
And He led [Abram] forth outside and said, Look now toward heaven, and count the stars, if thou be able to number them; and He said to him, So shall thy seed be (Genesis 15:5). 

[Man's ultimate sensual] does not mean the sensual [or the five senses] of sight, hearing, smell, taste, and touch, for these things are proper to the body, but [the subject is] the ultimate of thought and affection. This is the first to be opened with infants, and it is such that they think of nothing else and are affected by no other objects than what make one with the senses just named. For infants learn to think by means of the senses, and to be affected by objects that are in accord with the things that are pleasing to the senses. Consequently the first internal that is opened with them is the sensual that is called man's ultimate sensual, or the corporeal-sensual.  

But afterwards, as the infant grows older and becomes a child, a more interior sensual is opened, from which he thinks naturally, and is also affected naturally. Later, in early adulthood and young manhood, a still more interior sensual is opened, from which he thinks rationally, and if he is in the good of charity and faith, he thinks spiritually, and is also affected rationally and spiritually. This thought and affection is what is called the rational and spiritual man, while the former is called the natural man, and the first the sensual man (AE 543:2, 543:3).

The influx of the internal man goes into the knowledges of the exterior man, affection being the means. Meanwhile, before there are these knowledges, there is indeed a communication, but through affections alone, by which the external man is governed. But from this [communication of affections] there exist only the most general motions, and certain appetites, also certain blind inclinations, such as show themselves in little children. But this life becomes by degrees more distinct in proportion as the vessels of the memory are formed by means of knowledges, and the vessels of the interior memory are formed by means of rational things. As these vessels are formed, and are arranged in series… the correspondence of the external man with the internal is perfected, and this is done still better by means of rational things, which are intermediate. 

But still there is a lack of congruity unless the knowledges by which the vessels are formed are truths, for the heavenly and spiritual things of the internal man find no correspondence for themselves except in truths. Truths are the genuine vessels in the organic forms of each memory, and to which the heavenly things of love and the spiritual things of faith can be fitted in… (AC 1900:2-3)

In the spiritual world all infants are led by the Lord into angelic wisdom, and by that into heavenly love by means of delights and pleasures; first, by means of beautiful things in their homes and pleasant things in gardens; then by means of representatives of spiritual things which affect the interiors of their minds with pleasure; and finally by means of truths of wisdom and so by goods of love. They are thus led continually by means of delights in due order: first by the delights of the love of the understanding and of its wisdom, and finally by the delights of the will's love, which becomes their life's love; and all other things that have entered their minds by means of delights are held in subordination to this (DP 136:6).

It has been shown me by a method of communication that is familiar in the other life of what nature are the ideas of little children when they see any objects. They were as if everything was alive, so that they had life in every idea of their thought. I also perceived that little children on earth have very similar ideas when they are at play, for as yet they have no reflection, such as adults have, about what is inanimate (AC 2298).

Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

The environment surrounding a little child strongly influences his state and the affections he feels. What are some of our choices as parents concerning a child’s surroundings that can make a significant difference?
Experiences of the order and wonder of nature can inspire strong affections with young children. Think outside the box.  For one minute forget what family worship was like when you were a child. What could it be like? How can we help the Lord lead little children by delights, as in heaven? Could it involve nature? Does it have to be at a certain time of day? How could it more fully involve the as-of-self for your kids? 

Little children often have a sense that all things are alive. Respecting “their world,” can we still regularly remind them that the Lord, who is life, made all these wonderful things?

Children often “create” imaginary friends. Sometimes these give parents clues as to their needs. What are your experiences in handling imaginary friends?

Reading Number Five: Love and Delights
For He shall give His angels a command concerning thee, to keep thee safe in all thy ways (Psalm 91:11).

The Lord flows into the ideas of little children chiefly from inmosts, for there is nothing, as with adults, to close up their ideas: no principles of falsity to close the way to the understanding of truth, nor any life of evil to close the way to the reception of good and thereby to the reception of wisdom… (HH 336). 

I have also been shown how all things are instilled into them by delightful and pleasant means suited to their nature. I have been permitted to see children most charmingly dressed, having garlands of flowers resplendent with most beautiful and heavenly colors twined about their breasts and around their tender arms; and once to see them accompanied by those in charge of them and by maidens, in a park most beautifully adorned, not so much with trees, as with arbors and covered walks of laurel, with paths leading inward; and when the children entered, dressed as they were, the flowers over the entrance shone forth most joyously. This indicates the nature of their delights, also how they are led by means of pleasant and delightful things into the goods of innocence and charity, which are continually being insinuated by the Lord into those delightful and pleasant things (HH 337).


Speaking generally, little children are of a genius [or nature that is] either celestial or spiritual. Those of a celestial genius are well distinguished from those of a spiritual genius. The former think, speak, and act more softly, so that hardly anything appears except something flowing from the love of good to the Lord and toward other little children. But the latter do not think, speak, and act so softly, but something as it were winged and vibrating shows itself in all their doings, and is also evident from their indignation, besides other differences. Thus every little child has a natural disposition different from that of every other, and each is educated according to his natural disposition (AC 2301, HH 339).


From what has been said [see page 2] it can be seen what the education of little children is like in heaven, namely, that it is leading them by means of an understanding of truth and the wisdom of good into the angelic life, which is love to the Lord and mutual love, in which is innocence. 


But how different in many cases is the education of children on earth can be seen from this example.  I was in the street of a large city, and saw little boys fighting with each other; a crowd flocked around and looked on with much pleasure; and I was told that little boys are incited to such fights by their own parents. Good spirits and angels who saw this through my eyes so revolted at it that I felt their horror, and especially that parents should incite their children to such things. They said that in this way parents extinguish in the earliest age all the mutual love and all the innocence that children have from the Lord, and initiate them into the spirit of hatred and revenge; consequently by their own endeavors they shut their children out of heaven, where there is nothing but mutual love. Therefore let parents who wish well to their children beware of such things (HH 344, AC 2309).   


The celestial things of love are love to Jehovah and love to the neighbor, and innocence itself in these. From these, as from the veriest fountains of life, flow all other things both in general and particular, for all other things are merely derivations. These celestial things are insinuated into man chiefly in his state of infancy up to childhood, and in fact without knowledges, for they flow in from the Lord and affect him before the man knows what love is and what affection is…. These things in man are the remains which have been spoken of several times; and which are insinuated by the Lord and stored up for use later in his life (AC 1450).
Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

We learn by contrasts. For example, we sometimes see ourselves in the way our daughters handle their dolls. Are we as parents among the “pleasant and delightful things” referred to in HH 337 in our children’s lives? Are we “alive” in their eyes, or left out? 

Is a child’s appearing to be happy a valid criterion for whether or not they are in a good place? How can we judge their “feelings” or affections? How do we influence them?

Every child has his own disposition or temperament. How much should we work within that framework, and how much should we try to temper it? 

Modern psychology indicates that for every criticism or correction a child receives, she needs to receive five affirmations or words of support. We have so many things we want our children to learn and habits we want them to cultivate that it’s hard to achieve a good balance. How can we keep our leading affirmative and still get in all the stuff we feel they need? What if you are the kind of person that just doesn’t hand out praise easily?  

Does the example of criticism and/or praise of our partners have an effect on our children? How do playfulness or signs of affection with our spouses affect children?

If your child is being picked on by bullies at school, how should you handle it?

Reading Number Six: Remains

[Joseph said,] God sent me before you to put for you remains in the land, and to make you live, for a great escape (Genesis 45:7).

Infants are first of all in good, for they are in a state of innocence, and in a state of love toward their parents and nurse [or caretaker], and in a state of mutual charity toward their infant companions; so that good is the firstborn with every man. This good, into which man is thus initiated when an infant, remains; for whatever is imbibed from infancy enters into the life; and because it remains, it becomes the good of life. For if man should be without such good as that which he has derived from infancy, he would not be a man, but would be more of a wild beast than any in the forest. This good does not indeed appear to be present, because all that is imbibed in the infantile age does not appear otherwise than as something natural—as is sufficiently manifest from walking, and from the other motions of the body, from the manners and decorums of civil life, also from speech, and various other things… (AC 3494).


But what are remains? They are not only the goods and truths that a man has learned from the Lord’s Word from infancy, and has thus impressed on his memory, but they are also all the states thence derived, such as states of innocence from infancy; states of love toward parents, brothers, teachers, friends; states of charity toward the neighbor, and also of pity for the poor and needy; in a word, all states of good and truth. These states together with the goods and truths impressed on the memory, are called remains, which are preserved in man by the Lord and are stored up, entirely without his knowledge, in his internal man, and are completely separated from the things that are proper to man, that is, from evils and falsities. All these states are so preserved in man by the Lord that not the least of them is lost, as I have been given to know from the fact that every state of a man, from his infancy to extreme old age, not only remains in the other life, but also returns; in fact his states return exactly as they were while he lived in this world. Not only do the goods and truths of memory thus remain and return, but also all states of innocence and charity… (AC 561)
The more remains therefore that a man has received in the life of the body, that is, the more of good and truth, the more delightful and beautiful do the rest of his states appear when they return. That this is really so may be evident to everyone, if he will consider. When a man is born he has not a particle of good of himself, but is wholly defiled throughout with hereditary evil, and all that is good flows in, such as his love for his parents, his nurses, his companions, and this from innocence. Such are the things that flow in from the Lord through the heaven of innocence and peace, which is the inmost heaven, and thus man is imbued with them in his infancy (AC 1906, 2280, 2284). 

These states are given to man from infancy, but less by degrees as the man advances into adult age. But when a man is being regenerated, he then receives new remains also, besides the former, thus new life. For it is from remains, or by remains, that a man is a man… (AC 1738).

As regards the remains that are in a man individually, the fewer they are the less can the matters of reason and knowledge that he possesses be enlightened, for the light of good and truth flows in from the remains, or through the remains, from the Lord…. The fewer remains there are, the less he is a man, and the more remains there are, the more he is a man. Remains are like some heavenly star, which, the smaller it is the less light it gives, and the larger, the more light… (AC 530).

Questions and Thoughts for Reflection

The Lord flows in through heaven to provide the affections which become remains, but the affections received are determined by the forms of the experiences we provide. How can we provide for the instilling of more remains in our children? How can we influence the quality of the remains our children receive?
How can we distinguish which are useful, orderly experiences and which are not?

What are ways to rebuild our spirits when we get frazzled, so that we are in better shape to provide the things our kids need?  How can we support each other as parents? Is it hard, or should it be hard, to seek support from our friends in upholding marriage and our homes?
